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Abstract 

The Indian freedom movement was a chain of activities, whose crucial aim was to end 

the British Empire. The movement spanned a total ninety years (1857-1947) seeing 

movement against British Indian Empire. In freedom of India, thousands of people played a 

vital role and contributed in the significant various movements. The women were not far 

away to participate in freedom struggle, they also participated in it. There were thousands of 

women, who sacrificed their precious life for their country. The data about their struggles 

during freedom span could be restored. Annie Besant was one of them. She was a former 

British socialist and women’s rights activist. She was the first women president of the 

Congress who energetically led to women’s movements in India. Another important figure 

was Sarojini Naidu, born in Hyderabad. She played a dynamic role in freedom movements 

and expressed her feelings, her ideas on specific issues. She was selected to a president over 

the Congress session in 1925. She was such a woman, who struggled to make free India from 

the cruel British rulers. She campaigned for the Khilafat Movement and the Satyagraha 

Movement etc. Naidu had to go in prison during freedom struggle. She was such a lady who 

sacrificed to make genuine India. The primary objective of this research study is to explore 
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the role of Annie Besant and Sarojini Naidu in germinating genuine Indian nationalism. For 

the present study theory of Feminism will be applied afterwards. 
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Introduction   

Indian historical literature is very rich in the world. There are various great events 

which make it rich. In the description of Indian historical literature first come the struggles 

faced by the people during freedom movements. The time period of the freedom struggles 

spanned total ninety years (1857-1947). During that time period there were various 

movements that hadcampaigned by people. There were millions of people who participated in 

freedom struggles. They sacrificed their life for the sake of their nation. After a long period 

and untold sufferings, finally on 15 August in 1947 India achieved freedom and became an 

independent country. But behind this independence there were millions of people who had 

lost their precious life and had become martyrs. It was only because of their martyrdom that 

India got independence. 

It is fact that the history of Indian freedom struggles before independence and after 

independence could not be completed without mentioning the contributions of women. Their 

sacrifices could not be forgotten. They sacrificed for the sake of the nation without any 

fear,fought with a true spirit and courage faced various types of tortures and exploitations to 

earn us freedom. They were not worried about their precious life and valuable family; were 

only worried about the nation. They played a vital role in the freedom struggles. The 

sacrificed made by the women of India has a significant place in Indian history. When most 

of the men were in prison during the freedom struggles, the women came on front with a true 
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spirit to fight against British rule and fought with courage. They played an important role in 

it.     

There were thousands of women, who participated in it. The following were as: Rani 

LaxmiBai, whose bravery was an exceptional example for all Independence. Begum 

HazratMahal was a great Indian freedom-fighter who played a major role during India’s first 

war of Independence. ArunaAsafAli played an outstanding role in the Quit India Movement 

launched by Mahatma Gandhi.BhimaBaiHolkar fought against the British Colonel Malcolm 

and defeated him in Guerrilla warfare. Kasturba Gandhi was a leader of women’s Satyagraha 

movement.Kamala Nehru gave full support to her husband Jawaharlal Nehru.Vijya Lakshmi 

Panditentered the Non Co-operation Movement to fight against the British rule. Indira 

Gandhi was the most noticeable female character who participated in freedom movements. 

She became a member of Indian National Congress. Annie Besant played the significant role 

in freedom movements, and Sarojini Naidu, called as the Nightingale of India also played a 

remarkable role in it. Sarojini Naidu and Annie Besant were also very important female 

characters out of the whole women, who participated in that struggles. They fought with an 

indomitable courage and faced tortures during the tussles. They had to go in prison also. 

 

Annie Besant 

Annie Besant is an important female character in Indian history, whobeingan English 

woman campaigned for India and gave a new path to the Indian women and brought 

revolution among Indian women and inspired them. Annie Besant was born in Clapham, 

London in 1847. Her father, William Page Wood, was half Irish and half English. Her mother 

was of pure Irish descent, and Annie says in her own autobiography, “the Irish tongue is 

music to my ear and the Irish nature dear to my heart”. (Besant) 
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Annie was a former British Socialist, women’s rights activist, and supporter of both 

Irish and Indian self-rule. She was the leader of the Theosophical Society, the second 

president of the same firmand was one of the greatest literary figures of the world. She was a 

great writer, spiritual guide, religious leader, great teacher, social reformer, and a campaigner 

of human freedom and campaigned for freedom of India. She fought against British rule with 

a real spirit. She was a great spiritual lady also. In this regard, Sarojini Naidu significantly 

writes as:  

As a writer Annie Besant had done great service to India. She translated the Bhagvad 

Gita in English and spread its messages in the West. ‘Hindu Dharam’, ‘Hindu Ideals’, 

‘message of Upnishad’, ‘Sons and Daughters of India’ and through many other books on 

similar subjects, she tried to open our eyes and awaken us. She continued to write over a 

period of 60 years, books covering a vast range of subjects. Her books and pamphlets number 

over 400. (676 Seivastava) 

 In 1898 Annie, established the Central Hindu College at Banaras which later shaped 

the centre of the Banaras Hindu University. She started live in Madras, and founded a weekly 

newspaper Commonweal in January 1914. In the same year in 1914 she renamed it ‘New 

India’. After publishing this newspaper she became popular among the people. In this 

newspaper she criticized British rule and she had to go to jail for sedition.Later on she joined 

the Indian National Congress and gave it a new form. Besant was the first women president 

of the congress and provided a powerful lead to Women’s Movement in India and soon 

became a leading female character who encouraged of thousands of women to do well to 

their country and to make an independent India.  She fought against injustice; her thoughts 

were pure and right. She was a lady of secular mind, encouraged Indian national 

consciousness and attacked on cast and child marriage, and worked effectively for Indian 
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education. Being also a theosophical activist, she participated in political matters and 

campaigned for freedom of India. She gave named this freedom “Home Rule” for India.  

In August 1917 she became president of the Indian National Congress. Annie Besant 

always strengthened the movement for freedom of India and became an active contributor of 

the Indian freedom movement. She had always been condemned the British Rule and had 

always been supported India’s objective and struggle for freedom against the British Rule. 

She watched India as her adopted homeland. She significantly remarks in her autobiography:  

I regard the great change which has come over English thought- the turning away 

from materialism and the revival of mysticism- as due to that great wave of spiritual life of 

which the Theosophical Society is the crest…….. The Indian work is, first of all, the revival, 

strengthening and uplifting of the ancient religion- Hinduism, ……..The success with which 

this has been accomplished by the Theosophical Society is acknowledged on all sides, 

friendly and hostile, and this revival of the old faiths has brought with it a new self- respect, a 

pride in the past, a belief in the future, and as an inevitable result, a great wave of patriotic 

life, the beginning of the rebuilding of a nation. The work in the second place, has been 

educational, and the note of this has been the wedding of Western education with Eastern 

religion and Eastern ethics, and the carrying on of schools and colleges under the control of 

Indians, instead of under the control of Government or of missionaries- the sole 

educationalists until the Theosophical Society stepped into the field.(777 Srivastava) 

 

Sarojini Naidu 

 Sarojini Naidu was born on 13 February 1879 in Hyderabad in a Bengali Hindu 

family. Her father AghorenathChattopadhyay, settled in Hyderabad with a degree of 

doctorate of Science, her mother was a poet who wrote in Bengali.Sarojini Naidu isanother 
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significant name in Indian history. She was one of the most famous freedom fighters and 

played an important role in freeing India from British imperialism. 

Naidu was a lady with numerous aptitudes. She was a great poet, writer, orator, 

leader, activist, freedom fighter, good daughter, good mother, and most prominently a true 

Nightingale of India. She was born at a time when India was passing with a tough time and 

whole India was under the British Government. All people were slaves under the British 

Rule. Along with a tough time, Sarojini proved of herself in every field. Although during that 

time women were considered as a secondary thing to a men, and they were not free to make 

Inter Caste marriage, but she broke allbonds and proved of herself right on  an every path and 

did every duty with responsibility.  

Although she was happy with her family and was spending a blissful married life, but 

with her happiness she did not forget her duties towards her precious motherland. Naidu 

worked for many years and was responsible for awakening the women of India and fought 

against British Rule with true courage and pure spirit. She inspired thousands of women to 

fight against the British Government and brought them out of the kitchen and obligated them 

to think about their nation. Sarojini travelled from city to city to raise a voice for the women 

rights and went from state to state in freedom movements, and raised a voice against the 

British Rule.  

Her love towards her Motherland could be seen in her poems, in which she revealed 

the true picture of India and its masses. Through her poetry she described her true love 

towards her nation and described of birth, marriage, death, social customs, religious customs, 

and the sight of countryside and rules of nature. Along with a great poet, she was a great 

freedom fighter, who played a pivotal role in freedom movement and a versatile genius in 

Indian history. She loved India very much and therefore wrote various poems on Indian 

themes. As in her poem Palanquin Bearers, she represents the palanquin bearers who are 
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pleased because they are carrying a bride, who is going to her husband. In her poem In the 

Bazars ofHyderabadrepresents the beauty of traditional Hyderabadi Bazars. In this poem she 

reveals the true pictures of merchants, vendors, peddlers, goldsmiths, fruit- men and girls 

who are selling flowers. As her poem called Palanquin Bearersshe writes:   

What do you sell, o ye merchants? 

    Richly your wares are displayed, 

    Turbans of crimson and silver, 

    Tunics of purple brocade,  

    Mirrors with panels of amber, 

    Daggers with handles of jade. (1 Naidu) 

 In these lines she represents the picture of the sellers in a beautiful way. In her 

another poem The Indian Weavers she signifies the true picture of Indian weavers, who 

designate the three stages of human life through three types of garments. The weavers are 

making garments in the morning for a child, they are weaving cloths for a bride during the 

day and they are making cloths for a dead body in the night. Through these stages she 

describes joys and happiness in human life. As Naidu writes: 

 Weavers, weaving at break of day, 

 Why do you weave a garment so gay? 

 Blue as the wing of a halcyon wild,  

We weave the robes of a new- born child. (1 Naidu) 

In the same way there are several poem based on Indian themes, as Coromandel 

Fishers, Autumn song, A Rajput Love Song,  Humayun To Zobeida, Indian Dancer, Leili, 

Nightfall In The City Of Hyderabad,PardaNashin, Song ofRadha, The Flute Player of 

Brindaban,and many more.  Her poem Coromendal Fishers was composed during India’s 

freedom struggle. As a true well-wisher of her nation she awakes of the people of her nation 
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and asks her country men to come out from their homes, land and go to the sea. In other 

words, she reminds of the people to be united and raise the voice against the Britishers. Her 

sense of partition is at its best, when she says:  

Come, let us gather out nets from the shore and set our catamarans free, 

To capture the leaping wealth of the tide, for we are the kings of the sea! (1Naidu) 

Her true love towards the nation can be seen in her poetry, as well as in the movement 

campaigned by her during freedom struggle. Naidu joined the freedom struggle after the 

partition of Bengal in 1905. She met Gopal Krishna Gokhle and came in contact with other 

prominent leaders like Rabindranath Tagore, Annie Besant, Jawaharlal Nehru and others. It 

was Gokhleji, who guided her to use her intellect for the welfare of India. So Sarojini took a 

break from writing and engaged in campaigning of freedom movement. In the year 1916 she 

fought against the British government for the rights of farmers in Champaran, Bihar. For this 

act she was sent to jail by the British government. Second timeshe went to jail along with 

Gandhi Ji for campaigning Disobedience Movement. Being also a lady she stood along with 

the men freedom fighter with courage and fought shoulder to shoulder to throw out the 

British. She participated in the Round- Table Conference with Mahatma Gandhi and Madan 

Mohan Malviya in London. 

 

Conclusion 

After a long period of ninety yearsIndia achieved freedom on 15 August in 1947. It 

was a great convulsion in the world history till now. During the freedom struggle there were 

all types of sufferings as: blood-shed, abduction, rape, and sacrifices. There were various 

movements as: Quit India Movement, Non-Cooperation Movement, Salt Satyagraha 

Movement, and Disobedience Movement etc. The Hindus, the Muslims, the Sikhs and the 

Christians fought bravely against British government and compelled them to quit India. There 
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were thousands of men and women, who contributed in it. Annie Besant and Sarojini Naidu 

wereout of them brave freedom fighters. Annie became first president of Indian National 

Congress and had taught a lesson of the people. She fought with true spirit and played a very 

significant role during partition struggle. She had spread the great Indian ideology in the East 

and promoted it. On the other side it was Sarojini Naidu who inspired thousands of women to 

participate in freedom struggle. Through her poetry and great ideology towards her nation, 

she contributed in germinating a genuine Indian nationalism. The themes and background of 

her all major poems are purely Indian. In her poems she described Indian festivals, 

occupations and the life of the Indians. There are strong feelings of love towards India in her 

poetry. She fought in defence of women empowerment. Along with other freedom 

fightersAnnie Besant and Sarojini Naidu left a never lasting impression on women in India. 

Naidu also travelled abroad to campaign freedom movement and aroused a true spirit in the 

hearts of the people towards their nation. Annie and Naidu shouldered critical responsibilities 

in India’s struggle for freedom. They held public meetings, protested against the shops selling 

foreign alcohol and articles, sold Khadi and actively participated in National Movements. 

They bravely faced tortures made by the police and many times jailed by the British 

government to raise the voice against it. Hundreds and thousands of women dedicated their 

life for the nation but in this research paper we mention only two women, Annie Besant and 

Sarojini Naidu, who cultivated the people’s mind through their great contribution, great ideas 

towards the nation and through their great deeds. Although it was impossible to describe their 

lot of sacrifices during struggle, but through this research paper we tried to reveal the 

effective and impressive participation of both women in the freedom struggle for obtaining 

freedom of their motherland. In this way they played a pivotal role in germinating genuine 

Indian nationalism     
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